
 

 

Mahogany Opera presents the world premiere of Nwando Ebizie’s new opera 

Ecstasy of the Virtues   
A ritualistic, multisensory operatic performance, inspired by Nwando Ebizie's exploration of the life of 

Hildegard von Bingen, viewed from Nwando's perspective as a Neurodivergent Afrofuturist 
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● Ecstasy of the Virtues is a new opera by composer, director, librettist and multidisciplinary artist 

Nwando Ebizie, produced by Mahogany Opera. 

● The opera is viewed from Nwando's perspective as a Neurodivergent Afrofuturist, and draws on her 

experience of visual snow syndrome, a neurological condition that causes her to experience an array 

of visual phenomena including starbursts, pointilist-like visual noise, auras and halos. This inspired 

her to explore Hildegard's visions. 

● Ecstasy of the Virtues will be a 90-minute performance inspired by Hildegard’s morality, mystery play 

Ordo Virtutum, with singing & live instruments, dance, multisensory ritual and projections, and 

featuring 12 performers including Deaf performance artist Chisato Minamimura, composer and 

vocalist Laura Bowler, Cevanne Horrocks-Hopayian, Grace Nyandoro, Sara Amini, and Yfat Soul 

Zisso. 

● Rooted in creative accessibility, Theatrical British Sign Language, creative captions, and a 'relaxed' 

feel are all embedded into the piece rather than added on.  

● The world premiere will take place at Stone Nest, London on 25 September 2026, with further 

performances on 26 and 27 September, followed by Howard Assembly Room, Leeds in partnership 

with Opera North (3 October), and Barrow Town Hall (in partnership with Full of Noises as part of 

Barrow Music Week) (7 October). 

 

Ecstasy of the Virtues takes Hildegard's cast of allegorical Virtues and places them in 21st-century 

guises. Nwando reframes The Devil, for example, as Self Loathing, rejecting the typical historical 

portrayal of The Devil through a Christian lens, which absorbed indigenous gods such as horned nature 

spirits, tricksters and chaos spirits and flattened them into a single, simplified idea of evil. This character 

of Self Loathing draws on the idea that what is forced into shadow ends up ruling you, leading the opera 

to ask what it means to bring those exiled forces into the light. 

 

The musical language moves outward from Hildegard's modal melismatic lines into a unique soundworld 

that leads from a medieval chapel to a downtown minimalist New York loft. Nwando has built an 

electronic score around a mini-Oramics machine and custom synthesisers built by technical director Tom 

Richards, field recordings made in hammams, on the rivers at Snape Maltings and on the Cornish coast, 

and western classical instruments including trombone and cello. Celtic harp and frame drums complete a 

musical palette that moves at turns through Bulgarian choral textures, minimalist passages, and folk 

music from across the African continent. 

 

Ecstasy of the Virtues is one chapter in Ebizie's long-term Hildegard: Visions project, which has grown to 

encompass an apothecary garden, mycelium construction experiments, and experimental gastronomy 



 

 

alongside musical and theatrical work. Mahogany Opera has supported the project since 2020, through 

its Various Stages Festival, a co-produced installation at East Street Arts (2021), a full commission 

(2022), an R&D residency with Britten Pears Arts (2023), and a presentation of the installation Extreme 

Unction Vol. 2 at Artsadmin's festival of art, climate and community (2023). 

 

Hildegard von Bingen (1098-1179) was a Benedictine abbess, composer, visual artist, writer and mystic: 

not only a visionary, but also, uniquely for the time, a woman whose visions were recorded and 

preserved in musical scores, writings and illuminated manuscripts. 

 

Speaking about Ecstasy of the Virtues, Nwando Ebizie says, "Hildegard had a unique way of seeing the 

world, and that is where my connection with her begins. With Ecstasy of the Virtues, I want to open a 

doorway into that alternate reality: a liminal space where the Soul meets her shadow self, where the pain 

of being human is transformed into the beauty of being human. My desire is always to create numinous 

experiences so that people leave a little bit transformed, tumbling down the rabbit hole, where things are 

not what they once seemed." 

 

Bridget Rennie, Executive Producer & Executive Director of Mahogany Opera says, “We’re thrilled to be 

bringing this extraordinary piece to the stage, having supported its development and diverse iterations 

since 2020. This production, which unveils the singular artistry of a 12th century abbess through the 

revelatory perspective of Nwando’s neurodivergent Afrofuturist lens, chimes beautifully with Mahogany's 

philosophy of taking inspiration from the past to create distinctive and inclusive new encounters with 

opera today. An exceptional cast and creative team are creating something truly special which we can’t 

wait to share with audiences in London, Leeds and Barrow.” 

 

Ecstasy of the Virtues is one of three new productions Mahogany Opera is presenting this year:  

 

A Christmas Miracle is a new opera for children, adults and professional artists by The Master of the 

King’s Music, Errollyn Wallen. It has been developed by Mahogany Opera, co-produced by Britten Pears 

Arts and supported by Jubilee Opera and Orkney Music and Culture. The world premiere performances 

will take place in Orford Church on 20 and 21 November, where, in 1958, Britten’s visionary community 

opera Noye’s Fludde was premiered. A Christmas Miracle will then travel to Errollyn Wallen’s home of 

Orkney for performances in St. Magnus Cathedral on 4 and 5 December.  

 

In the Belly of the Beast, a co-production from Mahogany Opera, Dunedin Consort and Hera, brought 

three cantatas from Élisabeth Jacquet de la Guerre's Cantates Bibliques to UK audiences for the first 

time, touring to Edinburgh, Aldeburgh, London, Perth, Glasgow and Whitehaven in June and July 2026. 

In this hour-long music theatre performance, Toria Banks' new English translations and direction from 

Jennifer Fletcher give these exceptional baroque works an urgent contemporary staging, drawing out the 

enduring power of three ancient myths about surviving the unfairness of a fallen world. Featuring 

sopranos Carolyn Sampson and Mariana Rodrigues, the production followed the acclaimed 2023 co-

production Out of Her Mouth (5* The Times). 
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Ecstasy of the Virtues 
 

DATES 

25, 26, 27 September 2026  Stone Nest, London  

3 October    Howard Assembly Room, Leeds (matinee and evening performances) 

7 October    Barrow Town Hall  

 

Tickets on sale from late July  

 

CAST & CREATIVE TEAM 

 

Nwando Ebizie - lead artist / composer / director 

Jennifer Muteteli White - associate director 

Giulia Cristescu - assistant director 

Tom Richards - technical director 

Tzung-Hui Lee - set & video/projection designer 

(Jerwood Opera Designer) 

Krystal Lowe - choreographer 

Polly Simon - costume designer (Jerwood opera 

designer) 

Louis Gulliver King - production manager 

Steph Singer - artistic advisor 

Kelsie Acton - access consultant 

Emily Moore - producer 

Bridget Rennie - executive producer 

 

 

 

 

 

PRINCIPALS: 

Sara Amini 

Laura Bowler 

Cevanne Horrocks-Hopayian 

Chisato Minamimura 

Grace Nyandoro 

Yfat Soul Zisso 

 

   CHORUS: 

Chisara Agor 

Jaydn Arriola Bagayas 

Yu Chinen 

Michelle Cornelius 

Felicia Jackson 

Maria da Luz 

 

 

 

Ecstasy of the Virtues is supported by Arts Council England, Jerwood Foundation, Hinrichsen Foundation and Cockayne 

Grants for the Arts, a Donor Advised Fund, held at The Prism Charitable Trust. 

 

 
 

About Mahogany Opera 

 

Mahogany Opera is a UK-based commissioner and producer of new opera and music theatre, working nationally and 

internationally. Our work focuses on developing high-quality new productions while broadening access to opera for 

audiences, participants and artists. We have over 20 years’ experience of commissioning, producing and touring new 

work, and have built a strong reputation for artistic quality, collaboration and community engagement.  

 

In 2026 we are proud to present five world premieres, all by women composers: two Snappy Operas (part of our award-

winning schools programme), In the Belly of the Beast (Toria Banks’ new translation in a contemporary staging of 

Jacquet de la Guerre cantatas touring June-July), Nwando Ebizie's Ecstasy of the Virtues (touring September-October) 

and Errollyn Wallen's A Christmas Miracle (touring November-December).  

 

www.mahoganyopera.co.uk  

 

 

http://www.mahoganyopera.co.uk/


 

 

About Nwando Ebizie 

 

Nwando Ebizie is a constellation point for a spectrum of multidisciplinary works that call for RADICAL change. She 

challenges her audience to question their perceived realities through art personas, experimental theatre, neuroscience, 

music and African diasporic ritualistic dance. 

 

Carving out her own particular strand of Afrofuturism, she combines research into the neuroscience of perception 

(inspired by her own neurodiversity) and an obsession with science fiction with a ritualistic live art practice. Works include 

her immersive sensory environment Distorted Constellations, her pop persona Lady Vendredi (a blaxploitation heroine 

from another dimension!) and the building of her long-term operatic experience, Hildegard: Visions. This award-winning 

work has toured across the world. She has performed in Tokyo (Bonobo), Rio de Janeiro (Tempo Festival), Berlin 

(Chalet), Latvia (Baltais Fligelis Concert Hall) and Zurich (Blok) as well as across the UK from Home MCR to the 

Barbican and Southbank Centre. 

 

About Stone Nest 

Stone Nest is an arts organisation and performance venue in the heart of London's West End, bringing exceptional and 

experimental art to a wide audience. A hidden gem nestled amidst the bright lights of theatreland, it offers a platform for 

bold, visionary artists and a space where audiences can encounter an eclectic programme of contemporary performance.   

 

About Opera North 

Opera North is a national opera company based in Leeds, and is a leading UK arts organisation. Rooted in the North of 

England, international in outlook, we create extraordinary experiences, every day. Our award-winning work tours to 

theatre stages and concert halls throughout the North and beyond, including to London and major international festivals, 

and we curate an eclectic artistic programme of gigs, concerts, spoken word and film in the Howard Assembly Room. Our 

aim is to make bold, innovative, ambitious work and share it in new ways. Opera North believes opera and music is for 

everyone, and champions diversity in artists, repertoire and audiences. The Learning & Engagement team works with 

people of all ages to create extraordinary experiences in their lives through participative arts and family performance 

activity. 

 

About Full of Noises  

Full of Noises (FON) is an experimental music hub that has championed sound art for 17 years from Barrow-in-Furness, 

Cumbria. Famed for its biennial experimental music festival, FON has put on more than 150 events and worked with 

more than 350 artists from across Cumbria, Europe and rest of the world. Notable concerts include performances from 

1970s experimental legends Faust, Lee Patterson, Ryoko Akama and Icelandic composer Hildur Gudnadottir - the first 

woman to win an Oscar for best original score. 

 

In spring 2023 FON redeveloped Piel View House - a former park keeper’s lodge in Barrow Park which has become a 

concert venue and nationally recognised centre for sound art. FON now puts on a year-round programme of concerts, 

workshops, events, films and family activities. A key element of FON’s work is to develop local talent to enable creativity 

to thrive. FON is an Arts Council England National Portfolio Organisation - meaning it receives regular funding due to the 

national importance of its work. 


