MAHOGANY OPERA

MEET ME @ MAHOGANY:
PARTICIPATION ON THE MOVE

FURTHER READING

In Meet Me @ Mahogany: Participation on the Move, we reflected on our experience and passion for producing
touring work that engages local participants actively in each performance - How do you tour a concept? What
frameworks are required that support the participants within their own context, while honouring the artistic core
of the piece? What are the benefits in creating this hybrid form?

Here is some interesting reading and viewing to supplement the discussion.

Hooligan Art Community is an independent theatre company founded in 2019 in Kyiv, Ukraine. They create
brave, unconventional performances in non-traditional spaces that activate the dynamic relationship between
performer and audience. Led by artists from Ukraine, the UK and Germany, their work spans performance, music-
theatre, installation and film, rooted in a process of collaborative co-authorship that draws on movement, music,
text and moving image. You can find out more about hooligan Art Community here: Hooligan Art Community
Website

During the discussion we talked about a range of projects developed by Mahogany Opera and Hooligan Art
Community, including:

e The Hooligan Project - a music-theatre performance devised and performed in collaboration with local
participants (age 18-35) and staged in non-traditional spaces. Find out more HERE

e Bunker Cabaret - blending music, poetry, dance, and film to explore love versus totalitarianism and the
challenges of creating art during war, developed in Kyiv's bomb shelters and toured across the UK and
Europe.

e Snappy Operas - Mahogany Opera's award-winning schools programme that collaborates with primary-
aged children and leading composers to create and perform ten-minute mini-operas, introducing all the
essential elements of opera in fun, colourful, and bite-sized chunks.

Find out more HERE

e Mozart vs Machine - a high-octane mash-up of Mozart opera, electronic sound, and video projection,
bringing together historical artists in a theatrical sci-fi-gameshow encounter.
Find out more HERE

e Brundibar - a children's opera by Hans Krdsa, originally performed in the Theresienstadt concentration
camp, telling the story of two siblings who, with the help of animal and child allies, overcome a tyrannical
organ grinder, symbolizing the triumph of good over evil.

Find out more HERE

During the event, we watched a few clips from the Hooligan Project documentary. If you were unable to attend
one of the screenings, the full documentary will be available to watch on the Hooligan Art Community website
in March: www.hooliganart.org



https://www.hooliganart.org/about-us
https://www.hooliganart.org/about-us
https://www.hooliganart.org/work
https://mahoganyopera.co.uk/snappy-operas
https://mahoganyopera.co.uk/commissioning/mozart-vs-machine
https://mahoganyopera.co.uk/commissioning/brundibar
http://www.hooliganart.org/
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During the discussion, Pete quoted from a book about director Reza Abdoh by Daniel Mufson about 'theatre as
gift'. You can find out more about the book here: Reza Abdoh by Daniel Mufson

Pete also recommends everyone reads Jonathan Burrows' A Choreographer’'s Handbook as reading on making
art based on what and who you are actually working with. You can find out more about the book here: A
Choreographer’s Handbook by Jonathan Burrows

Francois Matarasso’s book, A Restless Art, was also referenced during the discussion. The book is available to
order or to download online for free here: A Restless Art by Francois Matarasso

Freddie also recommends Time’s Echo by Jeremy Eichler, which examines music-making during times of global
crisis. You can find out more about the book here: Time’s Echo by Jeremy Eichler

As always, when looking for books to read, please remember to support independent bookstores and support
your local library!

We were joined on the day by a range of fabulous individuals who are all doing great work in participatory arts
- check out the other work that is happening and expand your connections:

Ailis Ni Riain - Composer & writer - https://www.ailis.info/

Anna Braithwaite - Composer & performer - https://www.annabraithwaite.co.uk/

Berry Cruse - performer, theatre maker, youth theatre facilitator - https://www.instagram.com/berry.cruse/
Emma Bernard - Theatre maker & writer - https://www.emmabernard.co.uk/

Graeae Theatre Company - https://graeae.org/

Harvey Evans - Director - https://www.harveyevans.co.uk/

Jenny Sealey - Artistic Director of Graeae Theatre - https://graeae.org/resource/jenny-sealey/

Orchestras Live - https://www.orchestraslive.org.uk/

Rachel Hynes - Soprano, vocal animateur, singing for health practitioner - https://www.rachelhynes.co.uk/

If you would like to stay in touch with Hooligan Art Community, you can sign up to their Newsletter here:
Hooligan Art Community Mailing List

If you enjoyed the Meet Me @ Mahogany event, you can catch up on all previous discussions here: Meet Me (@
Mahogany

Sign up to the Mahogany Opera Mailing List to be the first to hear about future projects and events here:
Mahogany Opera Mailing List
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