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MAHOGANY OPERA

LIGHTING DESIGNER OPEN CALL: A CHRISTMAS MIRACLE 2026

We are looking for a Lighting Designer for our new commission
by Errollyn Wallen

If it would be more accessible to have this information in another format, please email
bridget(@mahoganyopera.co.uk

A Christmas Miracle is inspired by Benjamin Britten’s unrealised plans for A Christmas
Sequence and using text from the Chester Mystery Plays, it will feature new music by
Errollyninterspersed with much-loved Christmas carols. We're delighted to be developing
this commission with Master of the King's Music, Errollyn Wallen CBE and our very own
Artistic Director, Frederic Wake-Walker who is director and dramaturg.

Like Britten’s Noye’s Fludde - a visionary community opera - this production will bring
together a magical mix of professional performers with young people and their
communities. A Christmas Miracle is essentially a Christmas Noye’s Fludde - building on
the fundamental principles established by Britten but responding to how we define
cocreation, accessibility and sustainability today.

The piece will be premiered in partnership with Britten Pears Arts at Orford Church, where
Noye’s Fludde was premiered, in November 2026, followed by performances in Orkney -
with a different community cast in each place.

We’re now launching an open call to find a lighting designer to work with set &

costume designer Ruth Paton to create designs for the production. The designer role is
part of Mahogany Opera’s Jerwood Opera Designer’s Award programme.

WHO ARE WE LOOKING FOR?

We are looking for a designer who
e has adistinctive style and inventive approach
e with experience lighting in non-theatre spaces
e with lighting experience including with Stage FX and Lighting Practicals for the
stage
e isinterested in integrating access into performance
e iscommitted to working to Theatre Green Book baseline standard or above
e would benefit from mentoring and career support (for any reason)

We value diverse perspectives and would like to receive applications from a broad range
of artists, including disabled and neurodivergent people. We are committed to making
these opportunities as inclusive and accessible as possible, including - but not only - by
budgeting for access costs.


mailto:bridget@mahoganyopera.co.uk
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MAHOGANY OPERA
SCHEDULE
June 2026 White card meeting
Early July 2026 Design presentation
Late July 2026 Sign off designs
September 2026 Lighting & tech plot presentation

2-13 November 2026 | Studio Rehearsals at Snape Maltings
14-19 November 2026 | Tech week at Orford Church

20-21 November Premiere performances in Orford, Suffolk

28 Nov - 3 Dec Production week in Orkney

4-5 December Performances at St Magnus Cathedral, Orkney
FEES

The fee for the project is £3,500 (+ VAT if applicable) All travel and accommodation will
be covered during the project

HOW TO APPLY

To apply please submit:

e EITHER a written statement, no more than one side of A4 (c. 500 words) OR a
video/audio recording of up to 3 minutes explaining your practice and what
interests you about this project

o ACV

e A portfolio with links to at least two projects or pieces of work you’ve been part
of that help evidence your working style and methods. This could be video, or
other forms of documentation e.g. websites, photos, press.

e Anaccess rider, or details of any access requirements, if applicable

Please upload your documents to this Google Form by 9am on Wednesday 15 April. To
enable us to monitor the diversity of the candidates we are attracting, we also ask all
applicants to complete our anonymous diversity monitoring form; this can be done online
here: https://forms.gle/JVaGtgvDfazgyeKT7

Following the submission deadline:
e We will make a shortlist, and notify all applicants by the end of Tuesday 28 April.
e Interviews with designers will take place on Thursday 7 May in London
e Some travel bursaries are available.


https://forms.gle/aZQ9aw9VPoYmMvFfA
https://forms.gle/JVgGtgvDfazgyeKT7
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MAHOGANY OPERA
MORE INFORMATION

About Mahogany Opera

Mahogany Opera is a leading commissioner and producer of new opera and music theatre.
Since 2014, we have created 26 new commissions and toured them extensively across the
UK and internationally, receiving many accolades and awards for our boundary-pushing
and inclusive work.

We are committed to developing diverse artists and audiences through three programmes:

New Works - developing, commissioning and producing new staged works with a wide
range of artists and organisations

Snappy Operas - award-winning participatory young people’s programme

Meet Me @ Mahogany - discussions, events & workshops exploring & opening up the
process of making new work

Website: www.mahoganyopera.co.uk
Instagram: (@mahoganyopera

Facebook: (@MahoganyOpera

BlueSky: (@mahoganyopera.bsky.social
YouTube: (@MahoganyOperaGroupOfficial

This opportunity is supported by:

ERWOOD

FOUNDATION



https://mahoganyopera.co.uk/
http://www.mahoganyopera.co.uk/
https://www.instagram.com/mahoganyopera/
https://www.facebook.com/MahoganyOpera/
https://bsky.app/profile/mahoganyopera.bsky.social
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgZ-0FEoFFeyr0y7MPDOOSw

